





















































3. Mutual Opportunities for the GCC and China

Energy Interconnections and Pipelines from the Middle East and North Africa

Source: Qamar Energy, 2017

The MENA region is characterised by strategic and globally critical energy
transit routes such as the Suez Canal and the Red Sea. Indeed, within MENA
there are four global energy ‘choke points’ — geographically congested routes,

potentially exposed to disruptive risks, that carry large volumes of hydrocarbons.

Risks to these routes and their associated infrastructure include individual acts
of sabotage, terrorism, or even major regional warfare. To counter such risks,

key energy connectivity and security projects have been initiated in the region,
including:

» Expansion of Saudi Arabia’s Petroline pipelines to the level of 7m bpd and

upgrades to the Muajjiz Port, allowing it to carry all Saudi oil exports and avoid
the Gulf;
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